The fetal cisterna magna.
Antenatal sonography routinely images the fetal cisterna magna. The identification of a prominent cisterna magna on a routine antenatal sonogram performed for obstetric indications may raise the question of a congenital posterior fossa lesion. To delineate the size of the fetal cisterna magna, standardized measurements for the midsagittal depth of the cisterna magna were prospectively obtained on 219 consecutive antenatal sonograms in fetuses of 15 menstrual weeks or more. The cisterna magna depth measured 5 +/- 3 mm; the largest cisterna magna measured 10 mm in depth. In the absence of other findings to suggest a posterior fossa lesion, a prominent cisterna magna is unlikely to be clinically significant.